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RETROSPECT OF MISSIONS 


Yo the East Invites, to Arrica, and among the Inptans or Norra AmERIcA, under 
the direction of “the Board of Managers of the General Convention of the Baptist 


Denomination in the United States.’’ 





ur Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name ; thy kingdom come; thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” 





N°. X. 


Mission to the East Indies, 
Continued. 


‘Own their arrival at Ava, the 
brethren called on Mya-day-men, 
who was formerly viceroy of Ran- 
goon, but at that time one of the 
public ministers of state, and, ac- 


cording to the custom of the place, | 
gave him a valuable present, and | 


his lady another of less value. 
They thea petitioned him to pre- 
sent them to the king, but did not 
disclose their precise object. Upon 
this he committed their business 
te Moung Yo, one of his favourite 
Vot, III.——WVew Series. 


{| officers, with instructions to intro- 
duce them to Moung Zah, a pri- 
vate minister of state, with the 
necessary orders. The necessity 
of procuring a formal permission 
from the high court of the empire, 
and of petitioning and feeing all 
the public ministers of state, was, 
by this favour of Mya-day-men, 
happily prevented. 

. In the evening, Moung Yo call- 
ed on them to say that he would 
conduct them in the morning, 
They spent the night in sleepless 











anxiety. The importance of suc- 
cess in. their application to the 
monarch, filled them with hopes 
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that he would receive them gra- 
ciously ; but they were enabled i 
commit the issue into the hand; 
of the Lord,—to feel that the 
work was his, not theirs ; and that 
it would be ordered in the man- 
ner most conducive to the Divine 
glory and the good of souls. 

In the morning they placed 
themselves under the direction oi 
Moung Yo, who conducted them 
first to Mya-day-men, as a matter 
of form. By him they were told 
that the emperor had been pri- 
vately informed of their arrival, 
and said, ‘ Let them be introduced.’ 
They then proceeded to the pa- 
lace, and after undergoing an ex- 
amination by the various officers, 
were ushered into the apartments 
of Moung Zah, in the palace yard. 
He received thentivery pleasantly, 
and ordered them to sit before 
several governors and petty kings 
who were waiting at his levee. 
They now informed him that they 
were propagators of religion, and 
wished to present their books and 
a petition before the emperor. He 
took the petition into his hand, 
looked over about half of it, and 
asked several questions about God 
and the Christian religion, to 
which they returned answers. At 
this crisis it was announced that 
the emperor was advancing; on 
which the minister rose up, and 
said that he must seize this mo- 
ment to present them to the em- 
peror, 

The brethren soon found that 
they had fallen on an unpropitious 
time for an interview, it being the 


| 











victory over the Cassays, and the 
nour when his majesty was to wit- 
uess the display made on the oc- 
-asion, 

The minister conducted them 
thro’ much splendour and parade 
to a magnificent hall. He showed 
them where to sit, and took his sta- 
tion on one side; their present, 
which was the Brsxs, in six vols, 
covered with gold leaf, in Burman 
style, and each volume enclosed 
in a rich wrapper, was placed on 
the other, and Moung Yo and an- 
other officer of Mya-day-men sat 
a little behind. In about five 
minutes after they were seated his 
majesty entered. Every head was 
now in the dust, except the bre- 
thren’s. ‘They kneeled, and with 
folded hands kept their eyes on 
the emperor, As he drew near, 
they caught his attention. He 
stopped, partly turned towards 
them, and said,“ Who are these?” 
Mr. Judson replied, The teachers, 
great king. “ What! you speak 
Burman—the priests that I heard 
of last night?”——“ When did you 
arrive?” —“ Are you teachers of 
religion?”’—“ Are you like the Por- 
tuguese firiest?”—“ Are you mar- 
ried?” —““ Why do you dress so?” 
These and cther similar questions 
were answered. He seemed to 
be pleased with the brethren, and 
sat down on an elevated seat,— 
his hand resting on the hilt of his 
sword, and his eyes intently fixed 
on them. Moung Zah now began 
to read the petition, which was 
as follows : 

“ The American teachers pre- 


day of the celebration of a late |} sent themselves to receive the fa- 
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vour of the excellent king, the 
sovereign of land and sea. Hear- 
ing that, on account of the great- 
ness of the royal power, the royal 
country was in a quiet and pros- 
perous state, we arrived at the 
town of Rangoon, within the roy- 
al dominions, and having obtained 
leave of the governor of that town, 
to come up and behold the golden 
face, we have ascended and reach- 
ed the bottom of the golden feet. 
In the great country 6f America, 
we sustain the character of teach- 
ers and explainers of the contents 
of the sacred scriptures of our re- 
ligion. And since it is contained 
in those scriptures, that, if we 
pass to other countries and preach 
and propagate religion, great good 
will result, and both those who 
teach and those who receive the 
religion, will be freed from future 
punishment, and enjoy, without 
decay or death, the eternal felicity 
of heaven,—that royal permission 
be given, that we, taking refuge in 
the royal power, may preach our 
religion, in these dominions, and 
that those who are pleased with 
our preaching, and wish to listen 
to and be guided by it, whether 
foreigners or Burmans, may be 
exempt from government moles- 
tation, they present themselves to 
receive the favour of the excellent 
king, the sovereign of land and 
sea.” 

The emperor heard the petition, 
and stretched out his hand. Moung 
Zah crawled forward and present- 
ed it. His majesty began at the 
top, anc deliberately read it thro’. 
While he was perusing it, Mr. 


| 








Judson handed Moung Zah an 
abridged copy ofthetract, which, 
after receiving back the petition, 
he handed to the emperor. The 
prayers of the brethren were now 
offered in secret to the Lord, fora 
display of his grace—“O have 
mercy on Burmah !—have mercy 
on her king!” But the set time 
for her relief was not yet come. 
He held the tract in his hand long 
enough to read the first sentences, 
which assert the existence of one 
God, who is independent of the 
incidents of mortality, and then 
dashed: it to the ground. Moung 
Zah stooped forward, picked it 
up, and handed it to Mrz Judson, 
and then interpreted, the empe- 
ror’s will in the following terms: 
“ Why do you ask for such per- 
mission? Have not the Portuguese, 
the English, the Musselmans, and 
people of all other religions, full 
liberty to practise and worship, 
according to their own customs? 
In regard to the objects of your 
petition, his majesty gives no or- 
der. In regard to your sacred 
books, his majesty has no use for 
them, take them away.” 
Notwithstanding the decided 
repulse they had received in 
this attempt to acquire religious 
toleration, the brethren enter- 
tained some hope of ultimately 
gaining their point. For the pur- 


|| pose of again bringing the sub- 


ject before his majesty when he 
should be disengaged from public 
business, they solicited a friend, 
Mr. G., to callon Moung Zah, and 
after stating to him the advan- 
tages that would result to the 
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country from a free toleration of 
the new religion, to ascertain une- 
quivocally whether there was any 
probability of gaining the point 
by waiting in Ava several months. 
To this application Moung Zah re- 
plied : “ Tell them that there is 
not the least possibility of obtain- 
ing the object, should they wait 
ever so long; therefore let them 
go about their business.” 

Mr. J. unwilling to yield the 
point, now thought of another ex- 
pedient; and taking out the man- 
uscript tract which the emperor 
had thrown down, he handed it to 
his friend, with a request that he 
would solicit Moung Zah to read 
it, or have it read in his presence. 
This favour was granted him; 
and after Moung Zah had listened 
to it, he committed it to one of his 
people, saying to Mr. G. “The 
doctrines and commands are very 
good; but it will be a long time 
before Burmans can be convincéd 
that there is a God and Saviour.” 

After this ingerview with Moung 
Zah, Mr. G. was summoned be- 
fore the emperor. His majesty 
among other things inquired about 
the foreign teachers. Mr. G. gave 
him a correct statement of the 
country, the character, and the 
object of the brethren.. The em- 


_peror observed that the Portu- 


guese priest had told him very 
different things, particularly that 
they were a set of Zandees, (a race 
very obnoxious to former empe- 
rors.) Mr. G. attempted to vindi- 
cate their character; but the em- 
peror seemed averse to hearing 








“ What,” said he, laughing, “ they 
have come, firesuming to convert 
us to theirreligion, Let them leave 
our capital. We have no desire to 
receive their instructions. Per- 
haps they may find some of their 
countrymen in Rangoon who may 
be willing to listen to them.” 

The brethren were now advised 
by their friends to procure the 
royal order protecting their per- 
sons while in the country, as the 
notorious fact that they had so 
licited the royal favour and been 
refused, would subject them te 
be the prey of every evil disposed 
person. But, as this order would 
cost several hundred ticals, they 
determined on trusting in the 
Lord, to keep them and the poor 
disciples in safety. Frequent ap- 
plications were made to Moung 
Zah for a passport, which was at 
length procured for the value of 
about thirty dollars. On the 6th 
of February they pushed off from 
the beach of O-ding-mau, and on 
the 18th they landed in Rangoon. 

In the evening the disciples 
were called together, and a faith- 
ful account of the affair at Ava 
was laid before them, that they 
might have a view+of their per- 
sonal danger, and of the reasons 
that induced the missionaries to 
leave the country, and commence 
in Chittagong. The brethren were 
delighted to find they were not in 
the least intimidated, and that 
their zeal and energy were rather 
increased. They were asked se- 
verally what they would do in 
case the brethren should find it 


any thing in favour of Ries} met Dea: to leave Rangoon. M. 
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Nau had before said that he would 
follow them to any part of the 
world. “ As for me,” said Moung 
Thah-lah, “1 go where preaching 
is to be had.”” Moung Bya was 
for some time silent and thought- 
ful. At length he said, that as no 
Burman woman is allowed to leave 
the country, he could not, on ac- 
count of his wife, follow the teach- 
ers ; but, (continued he, with some 
pathos,) if I must be left: here 
alone, I shall remain performing 
the duties of Jesus Christ’s reli- 
gion; no other shall I think of.” 
In a few days after this inter- 
view, Moung Bya came with his 
brother-in-law, Moung Myat-yah, 
to petition the missionaries not to 
leave Rangoon at present. Mr. 
Judson replied, that it was seem- 
ingly useless to remain, under ex- 
isting circumstances. They could 
not open the zayat; no Burman 
would dare to examine the Chris- 
tian religion; and if none exam- 
ined, it could not be expected that 
any would embrace it. ‘ Teach- 
er,’ said Moung Bya, “ my mind 
is distressed; I can neither eat 
nor sleep, since I find you are 
going away. I have been round 
among those who live near us, and 
I find some who are even now ex- 
amining the new religion. Bro- 
ther Myat-yah is one of them, and 
he unites with me in my petitions. 
(Myat-yah assented that it was 
so.) Do stay withus afew months. 
Do stay till there are eight or ten 
disciples. Then appoint one to 
be the teacher of therest. I shall 
not be concerned about the event; 
though you should leave the coun- 








try, the religion will spread of it- 
self. The emperor himself cannot 
stop it. But, if you go now, and 
take the two disciples that can 
follow, I shall be left alone. I can- 
not baptize ‘those who may wish 
to embrace this religion. What 
can I do?” Moung Nau came in 
at this moment, and expressed 
himself in a similar way. He 
thought that several would yet be- 
come disciples, in spite of all op- 
position, and that it was best for 
the brethren to stay a while. The 
missionaries could no longer re- 
frain from tears, and told them 
that as their lives were dedicated 
to the promotion of the cause of 
Christ among the Burmans, if 
there was any prospect of success 
in Rangoon, they had no desire to 
go to another place, and would 
therefore reconsider the matter. 
At the evening meeting on the 
26th of February, when they were 
about breaking up, Moung-Tha- 
lah resumed the subject. “ Teach- 
er,’ said he, “your intention of 
going away has filled us all with 
trouble. Is it good to forsake us 
thus? Notwithstanding present 
difficulties and dangers, it is to 
be remembered that this work is 
not yours or ours, but the work of 
Gop. If He give light, the reli- 
gion will spread. Nothing can 
impede it.” Moung Bya said, 
with great earnestness, “Let us 
all make an effort. As for me, L 
will pray. Only leave a little 
church of ten, with a teacher set 
over them, and I shall be fully sa- 
tisfied.”” Moung Nau took a very 
active part in the conversation, 
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and the three inquirers who were 
present, expressed a very earnest 
desire to consider the religion 
of Christ. 

The missionaries felt that it 
would be impossible for them all 
to leave Rangoon under these in- 
teresting circumstances; but as 
it was necessary that a place of 
refuge should be sought out where 
they might still be useful to the 
Burmans, it was agreed that bro- 
ther Colman should proceed to 
Chittagong as soon as practica- 
ble, and form a new station to 
which other missionaries should 
repair, and to which Mr. Judson 
might ultimately flee with such of 
the Burman converts as could 
leave the country, when the oppo- 
sition of government should ren- 
der it rash longer to remain. 

From this time the brethren 
considered it most prudent to hold 
private meetings for worship in 
the zayat, at which only the disci- 
ples and inquirers were present. 
It was evident that an uncommon 
degree of seriousness affected the 
minds of most of the inquirers, 
and some of them were seeking 
baptism. Mr. Judson held fre- 
quent conversations with them, in 
which he explained the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Christian 
religion, and occasionally pointed 
out the danger to which they 
would in all probability be expos- 
ed by openly embracing it. They 
received his instructions with 
great profiting; and, as to the ap- 
parent danger, they considered it 
of no account, being willing to 
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i The following interesting account of 
the conversion of a Burman sailor, was 

communicated to a friend by Mrs. Jup- 
sox, who had an opportunity of being 
personally acquainted with the particu- 
lars it contains. 


CONVERSION OF A BURMAN SAILOR 
in 1820. 





Mounc Inc was born in Bike 
a town belonging formerly to a 
Pegue province, but now under 
the Burman government. The 
early part of his life, previous to 
his becoming a sailor, was spent 
in fishing ; an employment, in the 
view of a Burman, inseparable 
from guilt, as destruction of life 
is its result. While engaged in 
this occupation, his conscience so 
frequently reproved him, that he 
could no longer continue in it, 
and he engaged as a sailor in na- 
vigating the small craft that are 
sent backward and forward from 
Martibun to Rangoon. 

In this situation he had remain- 
ed several years, when his con- 
science again became alarmed at 
the recollection of his former guilt 
in destroying the lives of so many 
of his fellow creatures, and he re- 
solved to seek for some means by 
which he could expiate a part at 
least of his crimes. Having heard 
of a celebrated teacher in Ran- 
goon, whose eminently holy life 
induced his disciples to perform 
such meritorious actions as would 
secure them the enjoyment of a 
state of bliss during many years 
—in making one of his voyages 
thither, he resolved on remaining 








suffer all things for Christ’s sake. 





for some time at that place, and 
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on obtaining from this teacher a 
more perfect knowledge of the 
Boodhist system of religion than 
he then possessed. He accord- 
ingly made application, -and was 
received as a member of the 
teacher’s family. 

Moung Ing now commenced in 
earnest his religious life. He ad- 
hered strictly to the instructions 
of his guide, accompanied him to 
the pagodas, kept fasts, and made 
offerings as he was directed, sub- 
mitted to the most menial acts, 
such as clearing away grass and 
sweeping the grounds attached to 
the habitation of the priests, per- 
forming, as far as he was able, 
every duty enjoined in the writings 
of Gaudhma, or that is considered 
in any degree meritorious. At 
the expiration of one year, he 
found himself as far from a state 
of ease and safety as when he 
commenced the useless routine. 

In this state of mind, he had 
come to the conclusion to leave 
his instructor, and again embark 
ow the sea, feeling it was vain to 
seek for security where none was 
to be found, and often wishing, 
that instead of being born a man, 
he had been created an inferior 
animal, since in that state his ca- 
pacity for committing sin would 
have been more limited He had 
determined on returning to his 
native placé} when, two or three 
days previous to his departure, 
he overheard one of his neigh- 
bours telling another, that a sin- 
gular teacher had arrived from a 
foreign country, whose object was 
to instruct the Burmans how to ob- 
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tain happiness beyond the grave; 
that he spoke of one eternal God, 
and Jesus Christ his Son; that 
he conversed familiarly with the 
poorest people, gave writings to 
all who desired them, and lived in 


a white zayat* on the pagoda 


wood. This intelligence, so un- 
looked for, gave a new impulse to 
the desponding feelings of Moung 
Ing, and before the rising of an- 
other sun, he found himself in the 
porch of the white zayat. On 
opening the doors of the zayat, 
the keeper was surprised to see, 
at so early an hour, a stranger, 
who immediately inquired if that 
was the residence of the foreign 
teacher. At 9 o’clock Mr. J. went 
to the zayat, and the first object 
he perceived was the stranger, 
whose external*appearance made 
no very favcurable impression on 
his mind, being of an athletic 
form, much darker than the Bur- 
mans in general are, and remark- 
able for a deformity in some of 
his features. He said nothing to | 
Mr. Judson of his object in coming, 
but busily employed himself in 
reading a tract and Matthew’s 
gospel, until the entrance of seve- 
ral Burmans, with whom Mr. J. 
began to converse on the subject 
of religion. The tract was imme- 
diately laid aside. The eyes of 
Moung Ing were riveted on the 
speaker, and remained so during 
the conversation. Thus he passed 
the whole day a silent listener, 
without asking any questions, or 





* Zayat is ba name of a building erected on the 
public woods for the convenience of travellers, and 
is often used as the daily residence of instructors, 
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being himself interrogated. The 
next morning the stranger again 
made his appearance, and spent 
the day in the same manner. On 
the third day Mr. Judson inquired 
respecting his object in thus daily 
visiting the zayat. He said that 
his sole object was to obtain re- 
figious instruction. The zayat 
during the day being full of stran- 
gers and inquirers, and wishing to 
be particular in his interrogato- 
ries, Mr. J. invited Moung Ing 
ever to the mission house, when 
the following conversation took 
place. 

Mr. J. Have you ever commit- 
ted sin? 

M. I. 1 have done nothing but 
sin ever since [ was born. 

Mr. J. How have you sinned ? 

M. I. 1 have worshipped false 
gods; I have broken the com- 
mands of the true God. 

Mr. J. What commands of the 
true God have you broken ? 

M. I. He has commanded us to 
love him with ali our hearts, and 
our neighbour as ourselves. Both 
of these commands I have broken; 
for I have not even known God, 
and I have been very far from 
loving others as myself. 

Mr. J. How do you know that 
God has given these commands? 

M. I. 1 have heard your con- 
versation for three days past; your 
manner of reasoning has convinc- 
ed me that there is an eternal 
God, and my conscience assures 
me that I have sinned against him. 
Besides, I have read thse com- 
mands in the sacred book. 





Mr. J. Inconsequence of having 


thus sinned against your Creator, 
what are your deserts ? 

M. I. I deserve no favour, no 
mercy ; and according to the Bur- 
man system, there is no hope for 
me. 

Mr. J. Do you see any way of 
escape from what you deserve ? 

M. I. Yes; I read in the same 
book which taught me that I had 
broken the commands of God, 
that Jesus Christ his Son has suf- 
fered a cruel death, and thereby 
made an atonement for offend- 
or: * 

Mr. J. Will all offenders be 
saved from what they deserve in 
consequence of the aotnement of 
Jesus Christ ? 

M. I. Your sacred book informs 
me that the true disciples of Christ 
only will be benefited by his suf- 
ferings. 

Mr. J. Whatis requisite in or- 
der to become a true disciple ? 

M. I. We must believe on him, 
trust in him, and keep his com- 
mands. 

Mr. J. Are you a disciple of 
Jesus Christ ? 

M. I. \n heart I am a disciple; 
but my body has not yet become 
one. 

Mr. J. What do you mean by 
saying that your body has not yet 
become a disciple? 

M.I. The sacred book informs 
me, that he that beliéveth, and is 
baptized, shailbe saved. Now, in 
my heart I believe, that beside 
Jesus Christ there is no way of 
salvation; but my body has not 
yet been baptized,—therefore I 








feel that Iam not a whole disciple. 
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It is now my wish to become an 
entire disciple by being baptized. 

Mr. J. How do you venture to 
change your religion? Do you 
not know, that by thus doing, you 
expose yourself to the anger of 
your king, and will be liable to be 
executed ? 

M. I. | am aware of that; but 
my king has power only over my 
body: he has no power over my 
spirit—that he cannot destroy. If 
he chooses to put me to death, the 
power is his, and I must die. But 
T am resolved on becoming a full 
disciple of Jesus Christ, and the 
consequences will be according to 
the will of God. 

The mission family were ex- 
ceedingly interested in this artless 
relation, and all united in the sen- 
timent, that nothing short of Di- 
vine influence could have impart- 
ed such consistent views of the 
gospel in so short a time. He 
again repeated his request to be 
baptized ; but on further inquiry, 
Mr. J. found that he was under 
an engagement to go to sea, and 
must embark the next day; and 
having had no opportunity of ob- 
serving his common habits of liv- 
ing, it was thought advisable that 
baptism should be withheld. 

On the next day, just as the ves- 
sel was on the point of sailing, 
Moung Ing obtained leave of his 
captain to go on shore once more, 
and his steps were immediately 
directed to the zayat. His ap- 
pearance at that time was particu- 
larly solemn and interesting. He 
felt very desirous to be released 
from his engagement to go to sea, 
Vor. WI.—Wew Series: 











that he might have an opportuni- 
ty of obtaining religious know- 
ledge, and of so far manifesting 
the sincerity of his conversion, as 
to obtain baptism. Mr. J. endea- 
voured to encourage and comfort 
him, gave him tracts and Mat- 
thew’s gospel, (the only portion of 
scripture then translated;) and 
after praying, and committing 
him to the care and protection of 
his heavenly Father, parted, as 
he then feared, with this interest- 
ing convert for ever. 

Two or three months after the 
circumstances just related, Mr. 
Judson, on account of the ill state 
of Mrs. J.’s health, embarked for 
Bengal, and was absent during six 
months. On his return he inquir- 
ed if any one had seen or heard of 
Moung Ing; and on being answer- 
ed in the negative, thought it pro- 
bable he would never be heard of 
more. 

God, who had in part enlight- 
ened the mind of this heathen, did 
not, however, suffer him to remain 
without obeying, so far as he was 
able, the positive commands of 
his Redeemer; and in two or three 
months after Mr. J.’s return from 
Bengal, he had the inexpressible 
pleasure of seeing M. Ing ascend 
the stairs of the mission house, 
and of hearing from him an inter- 
esting relation of events, which 
served to corroborate the opinion 
already formed, that he was a de- 
cided convert and true Christian. 

He informed Mr. Judson, that 
after completing the voyage in 
which he had engaged, he return- 
ed to Bike, his native town. He 
2.T 
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immediately informed his mother | 


and relatives of the treasure he 
had found, exhorted them to be- 
lieve in Jesus the Saviour of sin- 
ners, and constantly read to them 
tracts and portions of scripture. 
A Portuguese Catholic priest re- 
sident in the place, hearing of the 
commotion excited by this intelli- 
gence, sent for Moung Ing, told 
him he was deluded, and that 
there was little truth in what he 
had communicated to his friends; 
desiring him at the same time to 
lend him fora few days Matthew’s 
gospel. This request he compli- 
ed with; but on sending for it, 
the priest informed him that he 
had thrown it in the fire, but would 
give him a better book in its stead, 
which proved to be a translation 
of the Catholic liturgy into indif- 
ferent Burman. Moung Ing found 
no food in this book, as it exhort- 
ed to the performance of merito- 
rious acts, much in the Burman 
style, and he constantly deplored 
the untimely end of those precious 
instructions contained in the gos- 
pel. Accordingly, with the hope 
of having it replaced, and to gra- 
tify his original desire of becom- 
ing a whole disciple, he again em- 
barked for Rangoon. But how 
great was his disappointment on 
his arrival, at finding that Mr. J. 
had gone to Bengal, and that the 
hope of his return was uncertain ! 
With desponding feelings he re- 
visited his native town, without 
having accomplished his object, 
much fearing that he should ne- 
ver have it in his power to profess 
publicly the religion of Christ; 








determining, however, to go again 
to Rangoon, when a sufficient 
time had elapsed to render it pro- 
bable that Mr. J. might have re- 
turned from Bengal. He had 
therefore embraced the present 
opportunity, and his joy was now 
as great in again finding Mr. J. as 
his former disappointment had 
been severe. He now begged Mr. 
J. that his baptism might be delay- 
ed no longer, but that he might 


be admitted a member of the lit- 


tle church then formed in Ran- 
goon. The baptism of Moung 
Ing soon afterwards took place, 
and he has continued to walk 
worthy of his profession, evincing 
an ardent thirst for divine know- 
ledge, and no common capacity 
in its acquisition. Instead of 
Matthew’s gospel, which he so 
much lamented, he has now half 
of the New Testament in his na- 
tive language, and he studies it 
with that care and attention, 
which excite the hope, that he 
will, at some future time, be able 
publicly to preach those doctrines 
to others from which he has him- 
self derived so much peace and 
consolation. He is remarkably 
humble and affectionate in his 
daily deportment, and is much 
beloved by the other converts. 

In the conversion of this hea- 
then sailor, the providence and 
power of God are conspicuous.— 
Providence, in conducting him to 
a place where he could hear of 
Christ, and in so ordering cir- 
cumstances as to bring him under 
the sound of the gospel. Had he 
embarked previous to the conver- 
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sation he overheard between his 
neighbours, humanly speaking, 
he would never have known of the 
means of salvation. But this was 
the means; this was one link in 
the great chain of events to effect 
his conversion.—The power of 
God is conspicuous, in preparing 
his heart, and inclining him to 
believe and accept the gospel 
when preached. By clearly per- 
ceiving the insufficiency of his 
own religion to give peace to the 
wounded conscience, or restrain 
from sins, he was prepared to see 
the sufficiency of the gospel, and 
the suitableness of the Christian 
mode of salvation. The eyes of 
his understanding were opened ; 
he saw Christ as the only Saviour 
of sinners, embraced him with 
all his heart, and began in earnest 
to manifest the sincerity of his 
love by keeping the commands 
of his Lord. The beneficial re- 
sults of circulating tracts may be 
clearly seen. The neighbours of 
Moung Ing obtained their first 
intelligence of the foreign teacher 
from tracts. They were thus in- 
formed of Mr. Judson’s object 
and design, they sought him out, 
they heard for themselves, and 
though all were not benefited, 
one precious soul was saved. This 
is only one among the many in- 
stances of serious inquiry being 
excited by tracts in Rangoon. It 
serves to corroborate the prevail- 
ing sentiment, that the Tract So- 
ciety, in connexion with Mission- 
ary and Bible Societies, will be 





the principal means of ushering | 


in that glorious period, when all 


a 


shall know the Lord from the 
least to the greatest. May that 
blessed day speedily arrive, when 
the whole earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord, 
and all flesh shall bless his holy 
name for ever! 


a ee 
STUDENTS IN THE SCRIPTURES. 


Extract from the Rev. Mr. Bolles’s Ser- 
mon, delivered before the Boston Baptist 
Association. 

“ TuosE exertions are well di- 
rected, the tendency of which is 
to improve the knowledge of our 
young men who are designed for 
the service of the church, and par- 
ticularly in the scriptures. If 
they may be taught to read them 
in the languages in which thev 
were originally written, some ad- 
vantages may be expected to re- 
sult from it to themselves and 
others. It must be acknowledged 
that there is a copiousness in one 
of those languages, at least, which 
cannot always (without circumlo- 
cution) be expressed in English, 
and which is not, therefore, to be 
found in our translation. This 
disadvantage it has been the la- 
bour of many learned and godly 
men to remove, by thir criti- 
cisms and expositions. These 
may be referred to, and. often with 
confidence; but for all the pur- 
poses of controversy, this is in- 
sufficient. An antagonist will not 
be allowed due credit’ even for 
truth, so long as the responsibili- 
ty rests upon another. In this 
view, it is confessedly important 





that they should be taught by ex- 
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perience, all that others know in 
relation to the sacred volume. 
The adversaries of truth are often 
deeply versed in science, and skil- 
ful in the application of it, and 
would vauntingly drive from the 
ground the Saviour’s friends, if 
they were not met and repelled by 
their own weapons. But this is 
not the only advantage. They 
cannot acquire a knowledge of 
those languages, without enlarg- 
ing their acquaintance with their 
own. It will render them capable 
of expressing with more accuracy 
and facility, and often with more 
energy and effect, their concep- 
tions of truth. I might add some- 
thing to the catalogue of advan- 
tages with which this course fur- 
nishes a man, over the ordinary 
scholar, inasmuch asit is usually 
associated with an acquaintance 
with the liberal arts; but it is not 
my purpose to say more than to 
show, that we are performing a 
most interesting and important 
duty, in taking the sons of Zion, 
who are to become her future 
pastors and missionaries, transla- 
tors and defenders, and furnishing 
them the means by which they 
may be enabled to ascend the rug- 
ged hill of science. But we are 
in justice required to remark : 
That the man who couples with 
true piety an intimate knowledge 
of the scriptures, and such as the 
English scholar may obtain, is, 
for the mere purpose of preach- 
ing the gospel, and administering 
its sacred rites, a qualified and 
competent teacher. It is admit- 
ted by all candid, evangelical men, 








who have no sectarian purposes 
to answer, that our translation of 
the Bible is a true and fair one, 
and, on the whole, the best that 
can be made; that it contains no 
capital errours, and is chargeable 
with no destructive defects; that 
all which the soundest and most 
laboured criticisms have yet de- 
veloped, does not change the shade 
of a single article of orthodox 
faith. Whothen shall say, that a. 
man of sound mind, discriminat- 
ing judgment, and fervent piety, 
is incapable of drawing from this 
sacred treasure, in its English 
dress, the means of conviction, or 
comfort, or improvement in know- 
ledge, for the church of God? 
What mystery does it contain, 
which he may not understand? 
What deep sensé of sin does it in- 
spire; of devotion to Christ, and 
dependance upon his mercy, which 
he may not feel ?.. What zeal, and 
ardour, and benevolence, and suc- 
cess, does it“#impart to any man, 
that he may not equal? I would 
not, for my life, have wielded the 
pen, which, by a single stroke, dis- 
robed of office more than two 
thousand such laborious ministers 
of Jesus Christ. Who shall judge 
and displace another man’s ser- 
vant? But for such men as those, 
the wilderness of our country in 
time past would have remained a 
moral waste. A thousand churches, 
or more, in which the incense of 
devotion statedly ascends to God, 
would not have been organized. 
And if in eternity they are to shine 
as stars in the firmament who 
shall have turned many to righ- 
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teousness, who shall eclipse the 
lustre of those men? Will it be 
their traducers? Rather let us do 
allin our power to improve the 
advantages of such as now offer 








themselves for the sacred minis- 
try, and not preclude ourselves 
from the privilege of praying, 
Lord, send by whom thou wilt 


! send.”’ 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 








FOREIGN. 





MISSION TO BURMAH. 


Extract of a letter from one of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Missionaries at Rangoon, 
to a friend in Concord, NV. H. dated 
ar ch 22, 1822. 


“We still continue without any dis- 
turbance from the government of this 
place. The Siamese war is given up by 
his Burman majesty. In fact, the troops 
have been recalled and disbanded, with- 
out having made any attack of a serious 
nature on that people. The king is not 
expected down [from Ava] to Rangoon, 
so that if he be applied to again for tol- 
eration, it must be done at Ava. He 
has once or twice inquired about the 
‘American teachers,” in such a manner 
as to give the idea that the impressions 
which he received when they [Judson 
and Colman] presented their petition, 
were not correct—thus opening the way 
a little for another application. Were 
the king to utter his fiat against any 
Burman’s embracing the Christian reli- 
gion, not a Burman would dare to listen 
tous. But were the king to allow free- 
dom of conscience, not a country would 
present stronger invitations to mission- 
aries. Our circumstances are just those 
which arise from possessing no know- 
ledge what the king will do. 
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ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION. 


Extract from the Report of the Committee 
of the Baptist Missionary Society in 
England, for the year ending June, 
1822. 


WEST INDIES. 


In adverting to the state of our mis- 
sion in Jamaica, we have much pleasure 
in recording its gradual progress. The 
church in Kingston is still increasing in 
number, while the utmost care is exer- 
cised to admit none but those who af: 
ford satisfactory evidence of a real 
change of heart. To this society about 
one thousand persons have been added 
in the course of five years, about half 
of whom have been baptized in the two 
last. The new chapel, which is said to 
accommodate 2000 persons, was open- 
ed in January, and there was every 
prospect of its being well attended. 
—More recently, a free-school has 
been established for the daily instruc- 
tion of poor children ; and though the 
debt incurred by the erection of the 
chapel is not yet liquidated, above one 
hundred youths are already receiving 
instruction there. ° 

Many of Mr. Coultart’s friends have 
been removed by death in the past year, 
whose last hours have evinced the 
genuine nature of their Christian pro- 
fession. Of one of these an interesting 
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narrative was inserted in the Missionary 
Herald for January, and various anec- 
dotes, illustrating the Christian simpli- 
city and fervid piety of these unletter- 
ed Christians, have been presented to 
our friends through the same medium. 
One of these, conveying a lesson, as 
important in Britain as in Jamaica, we 
may be allowed to repeat here. A ne- 
gTo woman, in answer to a question 
from Mr. Coultart, respecting the gen- 
eral deportment of a neighbour, shrewd- 
ly replied, “When me hear any bedy 
peak, (meaning in the language of 
Christian profession) me say, well, me 
see what you do; and me watch quite 
close—for it no hard ting to peak Chris- 
tian, but it quite hard to maintain the 
Christian!” 
Several months ago Mr. Coultart paid 
a visit to Montego Bay, where the ven- 
erable Moses Baker, now blind with 
age, has been long employed with suc- 
cess, in preaching the gospel to his 
countrymen. Mr. Coultart was much 
gratified with the interview, and re- 
ceived from the proprietor of the estate 
on which Mr. Baker resides, a most sa- 
tisfactory testimony to the moral effects 
which had been produced upon his ne- 
groes by his pious instructions. Indeed, 
so convinced was the respectable gen- 
tleman in question, of the benefit de- 
rived from his labours, that he express- 
ed an earnest wish that some person 
might be sent thither, under the sanc- 
tion of the society, to take charge of 
the congregation which Mr. Baker has 
now become too infirm to supply. A 
person who could unite with his minis- 
terial vocation the ability to engage in 
some secular employ on the estate, 
would_best meet the views of the owner, 
who accompanied the request with a 
liberal proposal respecting his support. 
Such an individual has been found in 
the person of Mr. Henry Tripp, who 
has long resided in Kingston, and ren- 
dered important services to our mission 





trial of the situation, and has, we sup- 
pose, ere now, with his family, proceed- 
ed thither. 

From Spanish Town we have not re- 
ceived much information of late. The 
health of Mr. Godden, we have reason 
to fear, is by no means fully restored, 
and he has had to lament, that some of 
his hearers, after receiving the word 
with joy, endured but for a season, and 
afterwards fell away. From a respecta- 
ble quarter, wholly unconnected with 
the mission, we have received a very 
honourable testimony to his character 
and exertions; and trust it will appear 
that the succession of difficulties and 
trials through which he has had to pass, 
have been the appointed means of pre- 
paration for future and more extended 
usefulness. 

Many of our friends will remember 
the very pathetic appeal on behalf of 
the negroes at Manchineel, briefly stated 
in our last report. Since then another 
station has been mentioned to the com- 
mittee as possessing equal, if not supe- 
rior claims. Desirous of answering, to 
the very utmost of their ability, these 
urgent calls for help, and encouraged 
by the kindness of Mr. Angas, of New- 
castle, who offered a free passage to the 
island, the committee has sent out Mr. 
Joshua Tinson to occupy one of the sta- 

tions, leaving the selection to be made, 
as circumstances may direct, after their 
arrival. Mr. Tinson had been for some 
years educating, under the patronage of 
the Society, for missionary service, and, 
we trust, will approve himself, in the ar- 
duous field he is about to enter, a good 
minister of Jesus Christ. 

In the course of the past year, a new 
scene of missionary exertion has open- 
ed on the notice of the committee, and 
that under circumstances so plainly in- 
dicating the hand of Providence, as to 
lead to the unanimous conclusion that 
it was their duty to embrace it. The 
station referred to is the British settle- 





there. Mr Tripp has consented to make | ment of Honduras, in the Bay of Mexi- 
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eo. Our friend, Mr. Angas, before-men- | 
tioned, who is well acquainted with the | 
country, and has long been desirous to 
promote the best interests of its numer- 
ous population, furnished the committee 
with much valuable information, and by 
the generous offer of a free passage, | 
and other important accommodations, 
materially smoothed the way to the ac- 
complishment of the object. A mission- 
ary at this station will not only have ac- 
cess to the negroes of the settlement, 
who are, in many instances, well dispos- 
ed to receive religious instruction, but 
also to the Musquito Indians, who inha- 





bit a large tract of country to the S. E. | 
and are very friendly to the English.—- | 


‘The easy communication, too, between 
this settlement and these extensive pro- 
yinces, formerly under the Spanish do- 
minion, will render this a station of pe- 





culiar importance, as one from which, | 


at no very distant period, the light of di- 
vine truth may probably be very widely 
diffused. Mr. James Bourne, late a stu- 
dent at Bradford Academy, sailed for 
this new station in April last, on board 
the same vessel which conveyed Mr. 
Tinson to Jamaica. 





No addition has been made from this 
country to the number of our labourers 
in the East, except in the instance of 
Miss Anna Pearce, [daughter of the ex- 
cellent Rev. Samuel Pearce, whose me- 
moirs were.written by Dr. Fuller,] who 
has very recently embarked for Calcut- 
ta, with the view of assisting Mrs. Law- 
son and Mrs, Pearce in the management 
of their seminary, and rendering her 
aid, in every practicable way, to the 
work of the mission. It is proper to 
add, that though Miss Pearce has gone 
with the deeided approbation, and ex- 
press sanction of the committee, she 
has borne the whole expense herself; 
thus affording a noble proof, sustained, 





indeed, by the uniform course of her 


conduct, that the same spirit of cordial | 


attachment to the missionary cause | 





which dwelt so eminently in the bosom 
of her iate excellent father, whose 
praise is in all the churches, dwells in 
her also. 





_ + 


DOMESTIC. 


FORT WAYNE MISSION, 


Extracts from the Journal of the Reverend 
Mr. VM Coy. 
Continued. 

May 9.—Last night, about midnight, 
I was awakened by the singing of a bro- 
ther of the man whom we buricd las’ 
Sabbath. He had come into the kitch- 
en for fire to kindle at the grave of the 
deceased. Early this morning he and 
others met at the grave with a kettle of 
whiskey, part of which they poured on 
the earth above the face of the corpse, 
and part they permitted to run down 
their own throats. 

A man from this neighbourhood is 
now gone to Massassinaway, to be adopt- 
ed in the room of George, deceased, to 
whom I referred in my note of April 20. 

The Indians, often supply the place 
of their departed friends by adoption. 
The person whom they choose is sent 
for; in the mean time preparation is 
made for a feast, at which there must 
be plenty of liquor to drink. When 
the person to be adopted arrives, he is 
stripped of his own clothes, and dressed 
in the best of those whose place he is 
to fill; and if none be found suitable to 
the occasion, new clothes and ornaments 
are prepared accordingly. When dress- 
ed ‘and painted, he is led out of the 
dressing apartment, and presented to 
the nearest relatives of the deceased, 
who,taking him by the hand, and calling 
him by the name of their departed 
friend, receive him as such. He is then 
seated by the father, mother, or other 
nearest relative of the deceased. Next 
they commence beating on their drums, 
and the new comer must lead in the 
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dance, in which all the male part of the 
company join, and follow him around a 
fire. They then eat, drink, and dance, 
alternately, for many hours. 

The property belonging to husband 
and wife is not usually blended togeth- 
er. All the property, therefore, which 
belonged to the dead, even if he had 
been a husband and a father, is now 
given to the person adopted, and per- 
haps the widow too, if the man is un- 
married, and if not the widow, some of 
the nearest female relations. I believe 
the man’s fancy is not consulted in this 
case, and the company would consider 
it an insult offered them, were he not 
to accept of the wife presented to him. 

In return for these honours, it is ex- 

pected that the newly adopted man 
will, either at the presenttime, or at a 
subsequent period, give presents of a 
few clothes or the like to some of the 
nearest relations of the deceased, and a 
liberal present of liquor to the compa- 
ny, by which they may give zest to an- 
other feast. 

Females also are at times adopted in 
the place of females. 


Visit to the Putawatomies. 


May 13.—Our business in relation to 
the school, the smith’s shop,and the farm, 
all going on well. I design to set out 
to-morrow on an excursion among the 
Indians. 

Late in the evening was visited by a 
Miamie, who spoke sensibly about our 
school, &c. and who desired me to lo- 
cate the mission in his neighbourhood, 
urging that it was a good place to raise 
corn, and that many children would 
doubtless attend school at his place. 

It is encouraging to hear Indians, who 
lately spurned the idea of schools, 
either for the improvement of their 
heads, their hands, or their hearts, now 
inviting us into their neighbourhoods, 
and even using arguments to induce us 
to accept their invitations. 

May 14.—In company with Abraham, 








one of our pupils, and three French- 
men, who are travelling into the wil- 
derness, set out on a tour among the 
Putawatomies. Passed a camp of In- 
dians who were drinking, among whom 
was a friend to the late Maatenawa, who 
had previously declared his dislike for 
me, supposing that I was somehow 
blameable for that wicked man’s mis- 
fortunes. Fortunately he was so drunk 
he did not know me, and so I passed 
unmolested. Met several companies of 
Indians, all going to Fort Wayne for 
whiskey. Slept on a piece of bark, as I 
usually do in the wilderness. 

May 15.—Found some difficulty in 
crossing Elksheart river. Most of the 
horses swam; mine being a little taller 
than the others, carried me over partly 


dry. 
Site for a Mission Establishment. 


After drying the baggage, which had 
been wetted by crossing the river, |! 
took a circuitous route, in order to see 
if an eligible site for the mission estab- 
lishment could be obtained in those 
parts. Was not pleased with the pros- 
pects. Encamped on the bank of Elks. 
heart river . 

- May 16.— Travelled through the rain 
to Bertrand’s trading-house. Was sor- 
ry to hear that the chiefs and principal 
men of the neighbouring villages have 
gone down to the lake to a drinking 
frolic. 

May 17.—Abraham has gone down 
the river to inquire when the chiefs 
will return, and to bring up two or three 
children from that quarter. “Have spent 
the forenoon, in company with a French- 
man, examining the place which the 
Indians have selected for the location of 
the mission; I conclude a more eligible 
site may be found. 

In our excursion this morning, we 
called at two lonely little huts, one 
made of bark, the other of flags, where 
I met with a chief of another village, 
who, with the rest of the company, 
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seemed delighted with the prospect of 
our settling near them, and who, by 
smiles and rude expressions of friend- 
ship, welcomed me to their wilderness 
country. 

The wigwam, composed of flags, was 
partly circular, about ten feet in diame- 
ter, and about seven feet in the highest 
part, which was the centre, through an 
aperture in which, the smoke of a small 
fire, in the centre of the hut, ascended. 
The door was closed by a deer-skin be- 
ing attached to the lintel. Within lay 
a woman on the ground, who, with her 


infant, six days old, appeared near the | 


verge of time. The wretched situation 
of these two suffering mortals, cannot 
be mentioned. It exceeded any thing 
I had before witnessed among these un- 


happy people. 
The Frenchman who was with me is 


a very profane man, but professes to be | 


a Roman Catholic. He said he believ- 
ed baptism would be very good for the 
child, and he would return to-morrow 
and baptize it. 


Interview with Menomine. 


May 18.—-Spent the forenoon in look- 
ing at the country. At 2 o’clock set off 
for Peheko’s villages. Reached Meno- 
mine’s place just at dark, where I was 
received with usual salutations of friend- 
ship. After a treat of corn and beans 
in a large wooden bowl, I sat by the fire 
until midnight, conversing with Meno- 
mine,-and was made greatly to pity the 
ignorance and superstition of these poor 
creatures. 

He assured me that he continued to 
persuade his people to refrain from 
drinking whiskey, quarreling, and other 
bad things; some listened to him, and 
some did not. 

He has been one of those conjurors 
of whom we have often heard, and on 
whose character I shall make some re- 
marks at a subsequent period. 

After relating some foolish and absurd 


stories about his childhood, he informed 
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me that when a young man he hada 
severe attack of fever, which deprived 
him of his senses four days. He awoke 
as from sleep, felt well, and found lying 
on his arm, the otter skin with which 
conjurors perform their tricks, which 
had been placed there by an old man 
present. He refused to accept the ot- 
ter skin, and to take upon him the func- 
tions of aconjuror. The old man assur- 
ed him that it was a valuable art ; that if 
he disliked a man, the skin contained 
poison, by which he could easily put 
him out of the way ; and that should he 
not accept the privileges and honours 
offered him by the fraternity, they 
would be highly displeased, and would 
probably take his life ; he therefore kept 
the skin several years. At length he 
dreamed that God said to him, “ Throw 
away the skin, and if they kill you for 
doing so, I will take you to myself.” — 
Accordingly he threw it away. 

He has received some hints respecting 
Christianity from the French traders who 
have been among them. These notions 
are rendered ridiculous through the ig- 
norance of those who communicated 
them, and the mass of nonsense with 
which they are mingled. His account 
of the formation of man was as follows : 

One of the Holy Trinity visited the 
Virgin Mary, and told her she should 
have a son. She replied, it was impos- 
sible. Again the second person in the 
Trinity made his appearance at the same 
place, and gave her the same assurance, 
to which she returned a similar answer 
to the former. He then made of clay a 
boy about four feet high, (Menomine 
showing me the height with his hand) 
in which he inserted iron for bones, and 
then placed the boy erect on his feet, a 
lifeless statue. Here the boy stood in 


the weather until the rains washed of 


the clay considerably, and he became so 
weather-beaten, that Mary threw him 
away. 
A third one of the Holy Three then ap- 
peared with a book in his hand, anq 
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made two boys, after the fashion of the 
first, and with the wing of a turkey 
fanned the book, and the air passing 
thence to the beys, vivified them both, 
and they beeame hving men. After- 
wards by blowing with the turkey-wing 
on the book, he imparted life to a great 
many people whom he formed. He then 
placed them in different ‘parts of the 
world ; put the white people beyond the 
sea, the red people on this side, &c. &c. 

I know that such aecounts as the 
foregoing would neither be worth writ- 
ing nor reading, were they not essential 
to the forming of a correct idea of the 
character of these Indians. What must 
we think of a people whose instructors 
are so foolish and superstitious ! 

May 19.—Such is the jealousy of these 
people, that notwithstanding I should 
have business with one man only, I 
must needs make my tour wear the ap- 
pearance of something like a general 
visit. 

I had intended to preach here this 
morning, and at Peheko’s village in the 
afternoon. But being assured that Pehe- 
ko, the chief, who waited here for me 
all day yesterday, would, with his peo- 
ple, be happy to meet in this place, I 
consented to their request to have one 
general meeting. A courier immediate- 
ly bore the news to the chief and others. 
In lieu of a ticket the messenger car- 
ried with him a stick, in which a notch 
was inserted for each person to be in- 
vited. The stick was afterwards return- 
ed to Menomine, who discovered ly this 
means when the company was complete. 


Conversation on Polygamy. 


While the people were assembling, 1 
took Menomine apart, and told him that 
a long time ago he had asked me some 
questions, which I would now answer. 
He rightly judged that I alluded to the 
case of his having two wives. I told 
him what the good book taught us re- 
specting matrimony, and advised him to 
Put away his second wife; not to allow 








proper for me to give absolute orders~ 


her to suffer, but to see that she shoul¢é 
be comfortably provided for until she 
should marry again. 

He said he had long ago anticipated 
my answer. He did not believe it was 
right for men to have two wives, and he 
had warned others of the evil thereof. 
But he had taken his unconscious of its 
being a erime, and he now diseovered 
difficulties in the way of. parting with 
either. His wives are sisters; he had 
talked to them and to their mother on 
the subject, and told them that he knew 
[ would advise him to put away one of 
them. Their mother had begged him 
to take care of them both so long as they 
continued to act with due submission and 
prudence, but that on the misbehaviour 
of either, she would consent to his send- 
ing her away. Had he lately married 
the second, it would not be so hard to 
part, but they had lived together a 
long time, and their attaehments were 
strengthened by children. His wives 
were now prudent, but were he to part 
from one, she would be liable to lose 
her reputation by falling into bad com- 
pany ; and perhaps the evils that would 
follow, would be greater than for mat- 
ters to remain as they are at present. 


The Indians have a custom of black- 
ing their faces and fasting, sometimes as 
long as they are able to bear the want of 
food, in order that the Great Spirit may 
reveal his will to them in dreams. Me- 
nomine had thus tried to dream what he 
ought to do in the case of his wives, but 
could never dream that he ought to dis- 
miss one of them. Polygamy was cus- 
tomary among the Indians, and although. 
he now disapproved of it, and would 
teach others that it was improper, yet, 
all things considered, he thought the les- 
ser evil would be for him to keep both 
his wives. Notwithstanding, if I abso- 
lutely said he mst put away one of 
them, he would do so. 

I knew there was weight in his reason- 
ing, and knew also that it would be im- 
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{ told him [learnt my religion from the 
book, and that as a friend I communicat- 
ed to him truth, and what weuld please 
the Great Spirit. Feeling himself some- 
what embarrassed, he attempted to wave 
the subject for the present, by relating 
an account of a kind of vision he had 
had, in which he thought he had heard 
the spirits above singing, &c. He said 
white people lived very high up in hea- 
ven, and Indians nearer the ground. We 
had not quite gone through with our 
talk, when the chief and others coming 
up, broke up the conversation. 


Meeting for Worship. 


We assembled in the house. I issued 
tobacco, and all smoked. A bowl of 
homony passed around the company, of 
which all ate with the same ladle, one 
after another. After which I talked to 
them about an hour. After explaining 
to the men the object of the mission, 
and reasoning on the necessity of chang- 
ing their habits, I observed, that I was 
now about to speak particularly on the 
subject of religion, and wished the wo- 
men also to hear me. They were im- 
mediately called, but seemed ashamed to 
come into the house, and seated them- 
selves outside at the door. 

When I had concluded my address, 
they retired and held a private consulta- 
tion for about half an hour, then conven- 
ed again, and replied to me as follows : 

- “Father, we are glad to see you, and 
hear you among us. We are convinced 
that you come among us from motives 
of charity towards us. We believe that 
you know what to tell us, and that you 
tell us the truth. We will try to remem- 
ber all that you say, and to do all that 
you tell us. We are glad to hear that 
you are coming to live nearer to us, and 
when you shall have arrived we will visit 
your house, and hear you tell us these 
good things.” 

The bow] of boiled corn passed round 
again ; all smoked, shook my hand, and 
parted. Agreeably to promise, I spent 








the night in the chief’s hut, in the midst 
of kindness and friendship. 


Indian Benediction. 


May 20.—Our adieus were affection- 
ate, some of them giving me a blessing. 
The benediction of Menomine’s mother- 
in-law, while she held my hand, was the 
following :—“ May the Great Spirit pre- 
serve your health, and conduct you safe- 
ly to your family, give success to your 
labours, and bring you back to us again.” 

Passed a little field where about twen- 
ty, including the children, were planting 
corn. They came running to meet me 
at the fence, and all gave me their hand. 
Infants were brought that I might shake 
their hands also. 

I did not see among them a particle 
of bread or meat, except a few pigeons 
they had killed with sticks, There are 
deer in their country, but they have 
neither powder nor lead, and have no- 
thing to purchase these articles with. If 
we except roots and weeds, their only 
living is corn and dried beans, of which 
they have a very small stock. 


Abstinence from Whiskey. 


I was happy to find that the chief and 
others persevered in their resolution not 
to drink whiskey, and continued desi- 
rous to learn better things than they at 
present know. Nevertheless, I have 
reason to believe that Menomine is not 
so zealous as formerly, though perhaps 
no less rational. 

Took a circuitous route to look at the 
country, and reached Bertrand’s trading- 
heuse in the evening. 

May 21.—Abraham would have brought 
up two or three children from below, 
but could not obtain horses for them to 
ride. 


Fugitive Woman. 


A woman who is running away from 
her husband, in order to save her life, 
and the lives of her three children, gave 


mé her little danghter to take home with 
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me. With this girl, two lads who have 
been absent from the school some time, 
Abraham and his sister-in-law, who is 
going to our house to see her children, 
we set off this morning for Fort Wayne. 
Passed through Rum’s village, chatted 
a while with the people, and pitched 
our tents amidst a fall of rain, through 
which we had travelled an hour. 

May 22.—Our horses having rambled 
off from camp, we could not make an 


early start this morning. Dull and heavy | 


by loss of sleep, occasioned by swarms 
of moschetoes. We are obliged to drink 
very unpleasant pond water to-night. 


Drunken Indians. 


May 23.—Passed three drunken In- 
dians lying in the weeds asleep. Saw 
many others who were drinking, and in 
the evening arrived at Fort Wayne. It 
was reviving to my spirits to see, on my 
approaching the river, the opposite 
bank lined for a considerable distance 
with our adopted children, who had run 
thither to meet me. Was happy to find 
all in tolerable health, except one In- 
dian boy, and that the business of the 
concern had moved on well in my ab- 
sence, notwithstanding the family had 
been much perplexed with intoxicated 
natives. A man had murdered his 
brother near our house, whom our fami- 
ly had buried. My wife and others went 


to the place soon after the murder was | 


perpetrated, and found the body horrid- 
ly mangled, having been stabbed seven 
times, and ripped up on one side. The 
murderer was so hardened, as to show 
them, without any appearance of re- 
morse, where and how he had stabbed 
him, 

This same offender, about this time, 
raised a quarrel with one of our Puta- 
watomie boys, and chased him with a 
knife some distance, to kill him. The 
lad ran into our house for protection, 
while the pursuer was close at his heels. 

It was with some difficulty that my 
eldest son, a lad, and Mr. Lykins, the 











icacher, got the fellow off. Although 
he did not attempt to injure them, his 
obstinacy, and apparent determination 
to kill the Indian boy, induced them to 
provide themselves with a good,cane.— 
I know our worthy patrons never expect- 
ed that we would make use of clubs in 
civilizing Indians, but what else can we 
do in such cases as this? 

May 24.—Brother Jackson has com- 
menced business in the smith’s shop. 

May 29.—Within a few days have re- 
ceived several interesting visits from the 
Indians, one of whom said he would give 
us two sections of land for a mission 
plantation, if we would settle near his 


| town. 


Indian Character. 


How grossly mistaken are those wrv- 
ters who would persuade the world that 
the Indians are quite a virtuous people ! 
They have seen some such, I suppose ; 
but within the circle of our labours they 
could not find one in five hundred whom 
they could conscientiously praise. 

I admit that there is a wide difference 
between these and the Cherokees and 
Choctaws of the south. In point of 
civilization, I believe these are as much 
below those, as the latter are below the 
citizens in general of the United States. 
But those southern Indians have been 
improving their habits for about thirty 
years. 

I admit also that the morals of the na- 
tives have become more corrupt by their 
intercourse with the whites; but I can- 
not admit that any people can be virtu- 
ous without the influence of the Bible. 
I repeat what I have often said, these 
people are every thing except what 
they ought to be. 


Sickness of Mr. M*‘ Coy. 


June 1.—Have been unwell for severa! 
days with an influenza,—became worse 
last night,—scarcely able to move about 
to-day, Many of our family have been 
quite unwell for several days with the 
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same complaint. One boy dangcrously 
ill. 

To-day, an Indian in the trading vil- 
lage near this, stabbed his wife, and was 
endeavouring to get her away that he 
might despatch her, when a white man 
interfered, and saved her life. 


Baptism of one of the Teachers. 


Sunday, June 2.—Immediately after 
the morning service, Mr. Jounston I.x- 
KINS, our schoolmaster, related to us his 
exercises of mind on the subject of re- 
ligion, which left us no room to doubt 
his being a converted man. He obtain- 
ed a hope in Christ in the time of his 
teaching our school at the establishment 
on the Wabash. 

At 3 o’clock, P. M. I delivered a dis- 
course on baptism, after which we re- 
paired to the water, and baptized him in 
presence of a considerable number of 
spectators. What the poor Indians 
thought on this occasion, I know not. 

While some whom we have employed 
to assist us, have given us much trouble, 
others have afforded much happiness. 
Mr. Lykins is the third person of those 
whom we have hired to assist us, and 
the second schoolmaster, who has thus 
followed the Lord in baptism, at our 
house. The first, Mr. Consry Martin, 
is now an acceptable minister of the gos- 
pel, in the state of Ohio. 

My health remains very imperfect. 
On account of my debility I was forced 
to deliver both sermons to-day from my 
seat. Descending and ascending the 
high bank of the river was fatiguing to 
my body; but the favour of being al- 
lowed such a refreshing privilege, gave 
strength to my trembling limbs. 

June 3.—Have buried another poor 
Indian who died near our house. 


Visit and Sickness. 


June 4.—Very desirous to obtain a 
good man, of influence, related to the 
Indians, to settle with us at St. Joseph. 
I left home. this morning, notwithstand- 











ing the low state of my health, in order 
to visit Chane, and our sister Wiskehe- 
laahqua. Another inducement to our 
applying to them was, a desire to have 
her live near us, where she might enjoy 
more religious privileges. 

June 5.—I was enabled to reach their 
house to-day. But, unhappily for me, 
there fell on me this morning a long and 
heavy shower of rain, which commenc- 
ed when I had about 14 miles to ride to 
a shelter. This circumstance aggravat- 
ed my disease. 

June 6.—Though very hoarse, and af.- 
flicted with a cough, I tried to preach 
from my chair, in the house of our friend 
Chane. He and his wife say they éan- 
not leave their present residence imme- 
diately, but think they will join us after 
a few months. 

June 7.—Pleased with the kindness of 
these friends, I bade them adieu this 
morning, seriously doubting my ability 
totravel home. I have the company of 
two travellers, and of my little son whom 
I brought with me. My good sister 
gave me bread, sugar, tea, and a cup to 
boil the teain. Travelled in great pain 
15 miles to the only house for 40 miles. 
Here we took refreshment, and rested 
two hours. I was at a loss whether to 
proceed or stop. But as a camp in the 
woods would be almost as comfortable 
as this solitary cabin, I concluded to 
move towards home. I was prepared 
with apparatus for making fire, and 
hoped that I should not have to sleep in 
the forest more than one night. The 
season was very hot, and our path led 
the whole way through a flat wet coun- 
try, where the mud was deep. Never- 
theless, propelled forward by the dread 
of faring worse if I encamped, I was en- 
abled, by resting, to reach our own place 
in the evening, though much exhausted. 


Attempis at Agriculture. 
June 8.—The Indians at White Rac- 


coon’s town have given a considerable 
portion of their annuitics to pay for 
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building houses, making fence, and the 
like; and being disappointed by some 
white men who had engaged to plough 
for them, were likely to dcrive little ad- 
vantage from their fields this season. In 
their distress they applied to me for help. 
Fearing that the loss of a crop at this in- 
cipient state of improvement, would be 
s matter of great discouragement to 
them, I sent to their reliefa young man, 


and two yoke of oxen, a plough, wagon, |! 


é&e. which have wrought for them thro’ 
the past week. I requested them to 
pay the young man, but charged them 
nothing for the team. For these favours 
they were very thankful, and did ail in 
thelr power to make the young man 
comfortable, and to take care of his oxen, 
while he was withthem. Favours lke 
this, will, I have no doubt, have a happy 
tendency to increase their confidence in 
the mission. 


June 11.—This evening, one of ou? 


boys returned from a visit to his father, 
and brought with hima younger brother. 
This is our fifty-first scholar, after having 
struck of! the list four or five who have 
been some time absent. 


Society for stopping the sale of Liguor. 


June 12.—The intemperate use of ar- 
dent spirits, is one of the most formidable 
ebstacles to Indian reform. Our laws for- 
bid the sale of liquor to the Indians, but 
those laws are seldom or never execut- 
ed. Several traders in the vicinity of 
this place, consenting to abardon the 
practice, provided others would do so 
too; we had a meeting on the subject 
to-lay, and formed a society, the object 
of which is to take measures to bring to 
justice those who furnish the, Indians 
with liquor in violation of the laws of 
eur country. 


Continued Indisposition. 


June 15.—My health becomes worse 
every day. We often lay plans which 
God in his providence is pleased to dis- 


appoint. How hard it is to be reconciled 


“ 











to what we call adverse providence! 
My illness seems to make such havoc 
of our plans and hopes, that I am some- 
times much distressed thereabout. 0 
that I could at all times be prepared to 
say, “ Thy will be done !” 


Indian Begging Dance. 


June 22.—A band of Kickapoos have 
danced their begging dance at every 
door in the neighbourhood, three days 
successively, andone night, I believe, 
they drummed and danced at their camp 
all night. 


Convalescence of Mr. M' Coy. 


June 25.—1 think my disease is be- 
coming ess violent. I am remarkably 
dull and stupid: for about a month I have 
suffered much, both in body and mind, 
and have been often led to compare my 
situation with the circumstances of those 
who live quietly at their homes, in the 
midst of their families and friends, sur- 
rounded by the comforts of life, in reach 
of medical aid, enjoying gospel privi- 
leges and christian conversation, while 
I seem destined to experience the want 
of most of these things. Hardly can I 
avoid sinking into a kind of melancholy, 
bordering on despair. Againa hope is 
inspired, that even in the wilderness 
waters will break out that shall be re- 
freshing. 

Sickness and recovery of Mrs. Mi‘ Coy. 

June 27.—To-day my wife was vio- 
lently attacked with a fever. 

July 2.—Mrs. M‘Coy’s fever has in- 
creased to such violence as to become 
alarming. We have no physician to 
prescribe ; Lam giving medicine myself. 
My strength is slowly returning, and I 
am now able to give some attention to 
business. 

July 3.—The symptoms of my wife’s 
illness are much more favourable ; we 
are greatly encouraged. 

July 6.—God has had mercy on us in 
our afflictions, and my wife is fast reco- 
vering her health. 
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Signs of Improvement. 


July 6.—The advances which the Mia- 
reies have made towards civilization, since 
last August, are truly pleasing. 

At Turtlestown, where, one year ago, 
there was not a single fence rai}, and 
not a house composed of better mnte- 
rials than the bark of trees, they have 
inclosed, with a good fence, two fields 
of 30 acres each, and have ten log ca- 
bins nearly completed. 

At White Raccoonstown, they have 
kept four head of cattle for about two 
vears. “Last year they erected two log 
cabins, and made a little fence. They 
are now building seven more log houses, 
and have fenced about 15 acres of land, 
have purchased cattle so as to increase 
their stock to 20, and have procured 
some hogs. One family have built a 
good rail fence around their house, 
made a milk house, a good garden, &c. 

At the forks of Wabash, where lately 
every thing was in Indian style, they 
have fenced about 30 acres of jJand, and 
are putting’ up seven hewed log houses, 
with puncheon floors, clay chimnies, &c. 
Purther down Wabash, Legro and Char- 
tey, chiefs, are making improvements 
in different places. The former has 
purchased a few cattle and hogs. 

On Salamana river, two brothers have 
lately erected themselves houses, half a 
mile apart, made some fence, and one 
of them has purchased ten head of cattle. 

Besides the aforementioned improve- 
ments, the Miamies have procured farm- 
ing utensils to a considerable amount. 
A disposition which they have lately 
manifested to procure flour, salt, &c. is 
also a plain indication of a taste for re- 
finement of manners. A few days since 
a party from Turtlestown purchased in 
this place twelve barrels of flour. 

These movements are astonishing to 
us who have long been eye witnesses of 
the rude habits and homely fare of these 
people. May we not hope that arts and 
sciences will vet flourish among them! 


ISAAC M‘COY. 








MISSISSIPPI, 


Wr have recenily received the “ Fifth 
Annual Report of the Executive Board 
of the Mississippi Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety.” Attached to this Report is a 
lucid and comprehensive “ View of Mis- 
sions,” a summary of which shall be giv+ 
en in one of our future numbers. 

The following is the “ Plan of the So* 
ciety.” 

“The Mississippi Society for Foreign 
and Domestic Missions, is auxiliary to 
the General Convention of the Baptist 
Denomination in the United States. 

The object of the society is to aid in 
propagating the gospel among the hea- 
then in foreign countries,—in civilizing, 
moralizing, and evangelizing the Indians 
in our own country,—and in preaching 
the gospel more frequently and more 
generally at home, and especially in 
those places where they have not yet 
heard the joyful sound ! » 

Two dollars annually constitutes a 
member, and twenty dollars at one time, 
a member for life. 

The business of the society is con- 
ducted by an Executive Board, consist- 
ing of thirteen members, five of whom 
is a quorum. 

The Auxiliary Committees co-operate 
with the Board, in promoting the objects 
of the society, in their respective dis- 
tricts, by imparting counsel, and afford- 
ing facilities to the Agent or Migsiona- 
ries in their service, and by receiving 
and forwarding contributions to the so- 
ciety, &e. 

At the annual meetings of the society, 
the Board and Committees are appoint- 
ed, the accounts presented for inspec- 
tion, and all the proceedings reported. 

No alteration can be made in the Con- 
stitution, except by the society at an 
annnal meeting, with the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members present. 

The society held its fifth annual meet- 
ing in the meeting house of Zion Hill 
chorch, Mississippi, on the Sd and 4th 
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days of May, 1822. From the Minutes 
of that meeting we extract the follow- 
ing : 

The meeting was opened with a ser- 
mon, preached by the Rev. J. A. Ra- 
naldson, from Matthew vi. 10. “Thy 
kingdom come.” The constitution of 
the society being then read, the Rev. 
Mr. Ranaldson, Cor. Secretary, present- 
ed letters of correspondence in relation 
to missionary efforts, with the annual re- 
ports of the General Board, acknowledg- 
ing the receipts of monies appropriated 
by this society for the use of Foreign 
Missions, and duly transmitted by him, 
at sundry times, to the amount of seven 
hundred dollars. 

The Rev. Samuel Marsh, Treasurer, 
presented his accounts for the inspec- 
tion of the society, as duly audited by 
the recording secretary. 

The reports of Rev. Messrs. Smith 
and Estes, who were employed by the 
society, as Domestic Missionaries for six 
months in the last year, were presented 
and read. 

The society, feeling a conviction of 
the importance and the necessity of 
united, vigorous and reiterated exertions 
to meet the increasing demands for mis- 
sionary labours both at home and abroad, 

Resolved, unanimously, That'the Rev. 
J. A. Ranaldson be appointed Agent, 
and that he be requested to devote his 
services to the society exclusively for 
one year: That he open a correspond- 
ence with Bible Societies to procure 
bibles for distribution among the desti- 
tute: That he visit as many churches, 
associations, towns, cities, and other im- 
portant stations, as he may find it prac- 
ticable: And that he use his best endea- 
vours for promoting the objects of the 
institution, by forming branch societies, 
or other primary auxiliary societies, by 
receiving contributions, subscriptions, 
donations, kc. &c. 

Resolved, unanimously, That Rev. Da- 
niel M‘Call be appointed Domestic Mis- 
sfonary, to serve six months or one vear, 














as circumstances will allow, in preach- 
ing and distributing the word of life 
among the destitute, visiting churches 
and associations, and receiving contri- 
butions to aid Foreign and Domestic 
Missions. 

The Rev. David Cooper of Mississip- 
pi, and the Rev. J. A. Ranaldson, of 
Louisiana were appointed delegates to 
the next triennial meeting of the Genc- 
ral Convention of the Baptists in the 
United States, to assemble at the city of 
Washington, (D.C.) in April 1823.—In 
case of failure in either, Rev. Elliot 
Estes, substitute. 

Agreed, That a reasonable compensa- 
tion be allowed the agent, or missiona- 
ries employed by the society, yet in no 
case to eaceed their actual collections, 
however small. 

Ordered, That Rev. John Smith re- 
ceive, for six months’ services, ene hun- 
dred and eight dollars and seventy-five 
cents, (the amount of his subscriptions) 
in part collected: and, that Rev. Elliot 
Estes, for the same term, receive onc 
hundred and twenty-three dollars and fiftt 
cents, (the amount of his subscriptions 
for domestic missions) mostly collected. 

Ordered, That one hundred dollars be 
sent to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Managers, for the use of the Cherokee 
mission. 

Ordered, That one hundred dollars be 
appropriated for the use of the Creek 
mission, and that the corresponding sc- 
cretary draw on the Treasurer for this 
amount, when the superintendent is 
ready to receive it. 

Agreed, That the next annual mect- 
ing be held at Zion Hill, Mississippi, on 
Friday before the first Sabbath in July 
1823,—two months later than usual, to 
give sufficient time for the delegates to 
return from the Convention.” 





Appended to the “Report” we have 
the “Plan of the Mississippi Baptist 
Education Society,” to the aid of 
whose funds some very liberal dona. 
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tions have been made. Besides a num- 
ber of subscriptions for $50, $30, $25, 
and smaller sums, we notice one by the 
Rev. David» Cooper, of Woodville, for 
five hundred dollars. The names of 
some of these benefactors to the cause 
of religion and humanity, are identified 
with the earliest efforts made by the 
Baptists of this country to spread the 
gospel among the Burmans; and the 
assiduity which they continue to mani- 
fest for the best interests of man, shows 
that they are “not weary in well doing.” 

Since the origination of the Mississip- 
pi Missionary Society in 1817, the total 
amount received into the treasury, in- 
cluding a $10 counterfeit note, is $2371 
873. The total disbursements within 
the same peried amount to $2222 50.— 
Leaving a balance in the treasury of 
$149 374. 


see 


Plan of the Mississippi Baptist Education 
Society. 

The avowed and determined object 
of this Society, is to promote the Edu- 
cation of indigent young men called to 
the Christian ministry. 

Any persen wishing to promote this: 
object, may become a member of the 
Society, by subscribing to the Constitu- 
tion, and paying ¢wo dollars or more an- 
nually. The delegates and messengers 
from churches and associations which 
contribute to the fund, are likewise 
members. Fifty dellars at one time, will 
constitute a membership for life. 

A President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
ten Trustees, are elected triennially by 
the Society. 


Davin Coorrn, President. | 


James A. Rawatpson, Sec’y. 


The ladies, too, with a zeal truly cha- 
vacteristic, have formed a society aux- 
iliary to the foregoing. We hope that 
others who have not yet put their hands 


wise.” 


Vou, Il.—New Serie. 








Constitution of the Ladies Charitabte 
Mission Society. 

The Gospel, which has brought te 
mankind the cheering light of “ life and 
immortality,” has laid our sex under a 
peculiar tribute of praise and gratitude, 
as having raised us frem the vassalage of 
savage barbarity, and from the horrid 
customs and rites of Pagan idolatry. 
We wish those “good tidings” to be 
preached to all the daughters of afflic- 
tion. The field of Missions is the world, 
and there is a loud call at the present 
day for an increase of labourers;—for 
“able ministers of the new testament.” 

If queen Isabella would pledge her 
jewels to aid Columbus in search of a 
new continent ;—if the wives and daugh- 
ters of Israel could break off their golden 
ear-rings to assist Aaron in making a 
molten calfa golden god;—how much 
more should the enlightened zeal of Co- 
lumbia’s polished daughters, and of 
Zion’s pious mothers, freely contribute 
all superfluous ornaments in dress, to cul- 
tivate the heart, and adorn the human 
mind with the pure religion of the gos- 
pel. 

At this eventful period, when Chris- 
tians are making new and unparalleled 
excrtions to preach among all nations 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; we 
consider it a privilege to help, and do 
willingly cast in our mites to support 
Missions, and to improve the education 
of those who are called of God to labour 
in this important field: Therefore— 


Article 1. The objects of this Society 
shall be the promotion of Forgren and 
Domestic Missions, and the Envucation 
of indigent young men called to preach 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 

Art. 2. Any female who wishes to do 
good, may become a member of this 
Society, by subscribing to the Constitu- 
tion, and paying annually im advance, 
in money, or in articles of clothing, or 





amount within the compass of her cir- 
2 X- 


to the good work, will “ Go, and do like- even in superfluous ornaments, to any 
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cumstances, as the suitable expression of 
her degree of charity. 

Art. 3. Any lady wishing to mectthe 
present exigency, by advancing ten dol- 
lars at one time forthe Mission or Edu- 
cation fund, shall be entitled to member- 
ship for life. 

Art. 4. At each meeting of the So- 
ciety, a member shall be appointed Mod- 
erator, to preserve rules of decorum. 

Art. 5. The annual meeting shall be 
held in the winter, when a minister shall 
be invited by the Society to preach an 
appropriate sermon and take a collection, 
which appointment shall be duly noticed 
im some newspaper. At the same time 
a Secretary and Treasurer shall be cho- 
sen, to record the names of subscribers 
and donors, with the amount of each 
one’s charity ; to minute the proceed- 
ings, and receive all monies belonging to 
the Society, for which the Treasurer 
shall be responsible. The Secretary 
shall keep a copy of the accounts—the 
whole to be audited by the minister who 
preaches the annual sermon. 

Art. 6. Special meetings may be call- 
ed by the Secretary—three members 
shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. 7. The funds of this Society de- 
signated for Missions shall be paid to the 
Mississippi Baptist Missionary Society ; 
—those for Education, shall be paid to 
the Mississippi Baptist Education So- 
ciety, to be by them respectively appro- 
priated to the use of foreign and domes- 
tic missions, and to the Theological 
Seminary connected with the Columbian 
College at Washington City, D. C. 

Art. 8. Any amendment may be made 
to this Constitution, at an annual meet- 
ing, by a concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members present. 


<> 
ZOAR MISSION SOCIETY IN ALABAMA. 





Tue annual meeting of this society 
took place on the 7th of September last. 
The officers elected for this year are— 
the Rev. Hosea Holcombe, President ; 








—_—— 
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Mr. Richard Rockett, Secretary; and Mr. 
Isham Harrison, Treasurer. After hear- 
ing an address on the subject of mis- 
sions by their president, and the circu- 
lar letter of the General Convention of 
the Baptist Denomination in the United 
States for Foreign Missions, &c. the So- 
ciety passed the following resolutions. 





Resolved, That this Society endea- 
vour to press forward, by their unremit- 
ting exertions, to do all the good they 
can in the Redeemer’s cause. 


Resolved, That our funds (all that can 
be collected by the last of October) be 
sent on immediately by the President to 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions : 
and leave it to the discretion of the 
Board, whether it shall be appropriated 
to the cause of missions, or to the use of 
young men sent by the churches into 
the ministry ; and now pursuing a course 
of studies in the Columbian College. 


Resolved, That our meetings be held 
in future, in the court house in Elyton ; 
and that we hold our meetings semi-an- 
nually, instead of quarterly. 

One of our correspondents writing on 
this subject, observes—‘“ The reason 
why we moved our meetings to Elyton 
was, that we hoped an advance of funds. 
Weare generally poor, and don’t expect 
to do much; but hope we are willing 
to do a little. The Society entertain a 
very high opinion of the Columbian 
College. We feel the need of ministeri- 
al talents in this section of the country ; 
and believe, and know, that it is neces- 
sary to attend to the injunction of our 
Lord, Pray ye the Lord of the harvest to 
send forth more labourers into His harvest. 
Half the churches, or more, in this 
country, are destitute of ministers. Dear 
brother, pray for us.” 


—_-— > — 


The ladies of the Baptist denomiaa- 
tion in Boston, have formed a society for 
promoting the conversion of the Jews 
\t their first meeting, the subscriptions 
and donations exceeded $ 60. 
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Revivals, &c. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 








THE SHIPWRECKED MARINERS. 





In the West of England lived a widow 
lady, with seven daughters and one :on. 
The daughters were dutiful; but the 
gon was disobedient and retiactory; he 
left the house of his parent, and went 
on board a vessel. The mother’s mind 
was continually employed about her 
boy: every brecze increased her anxie- 
ty, and seemed to say that he was no 
more. When at London, inquiring of 
every master or mate she saw concern- 
ing her, son, whom she particularly des- 
cribed, a captain said, “ Ife knew a per- | 
son of that name and description, but 
that he was at the bottom of the sea, 
and it would be a good thing if all like 
him were the too.” The mother’s 





heart being agonized by this sad intelli- | 
gence, she retired to a seaport, where | 
she could feed her melancholy by be- | 
holding that ocean which had sivallowed 
up her child. At length a distressed 
sailor came to her door to ask relief, 
pleading that he had been wrecked, and 
that only himself and one more escaped 








on some fragments of the ship to a deso- 
Jate island. By the name and descrip- 
tion, she found that the person of whom 
he spoke was herson. “Do you not 
mistake?” cried the mother. “No,” 
replied the man; “I have his bible in 
my bosom.” On opening it, she found 
her son’s name written by herself. “ Will 
you part with that book?” said a | 
“Not for the world,’ answered the | 
sailor: * As I closed his dying eyes, he | 

| 

| 





gave it me, requesting me to read its 
contents. He told me that it was his 
support in death, and enjoined upon me | 
that I would never part with it. I was | 
then a stranger to its worth; but, by 
reading: its solemn truths I have learned | 


to know the Lord, and worlds would not 
tempt me to part with it.” 





“Plato, in the second book of his 
commonwealth, when he would repre- 
sent a righteous man, giving to the 
world the most unquestionable testimo- 
ny of his virtue, says: “Let him be 
stripped of all things in this world ex- 
cept his righteousness ; let him be poor 
and afflicted, and accounted a wicked 
and unjust man; let him be whipped 
and tormented and crucified as a male- 
factor; and yet all this while retain his 
integrity.” This so exactly agrees with 
our Saviour’s condition, that had Plato 
not written before his time, one would 
have thought he had alluded to it.” 

Tilloigon. 


———— 


REVIVALS, &c. 





Frox almost every section of our cot, 
try, the heart-cheering intelligence hjs 
been received, that sinners are convert- 
ed from the errour of their ways to serve 
the living and true God. The Spirit of 
the Lord is graciously operating on the 
hearts of many who were once afar off, 
“convincing them of sin, of righteous- 
ness, and of the judgment to come,” and. 
numbering them with those “ who shall 
be saved with an everlasting salvation.” 
{t affords us peculiar pleasure to record 
these tokens of redeeming love. 


LOUISIANA. 

A correspondent in Louisiana, where, 
until very lately, the sound of the gos- 
pel had not been heard, under date of 
July 15, says—“ At a meeting yesterday 
of the first church constituted in this 
part of the state, we were nearly the 





whole day in public exercises ; at least 
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from 10 o’clocic in the morning to 5 in | 
* i 

the afternoon. We preached two ser- 

mons, heard the experience of nine per- | 





sons, baptized seven, and administered 
the Lord’s supper. It is not often that | 
we are called to baptize converts; but, | 
when we enjoy the privilege, it is a re- 
freshing season.” 


MISSOURI. 

From a friend in Missouri, we learn 
that “there is something pleasing in the 
religious prospects of St. Louis. The 
Methodists are gaining ground, and doing 
some good. Our meetings are usually 
large and solemn. Above the Boon’s 
Lick country, and from two to three 
hundred miles west, a great revival is | 
going on amongst Baptists, Methodists, 
and Cumberland Presbyterians. The 
particulars I have not learned ; only it 
is said that more than sixty have been 
baptized in one church. 

“In Point Labaddie settlement, where 
a little church was formed last fall from 
members out of the Dubois church, there 
are favourable prospects. The Rev. Mr. 
Williams baptized two a short time ago, 
and more are waiting. I found five or 
six under conviction.” 

INDIANA & KENTUCKY. 

Frem Washington county, Indiana, 
we learn, that “Religion appears to 
be on the gaining hand; yet profes- 
sors have reason to mourn their leanness 
and barrenness. Somewhat ofa lively 
time has been experienced in some 
churches of the White River Associa- 
tion; and I am informed, on unquestion- 
able authority, that in Kentucky, particu- 
Jarly in Shelby county, an extensive re- 
vival has been, and is yct experienced. 
Twenty, thirty, and upwards of sixty 
have been baptized at one place in a day. 
I rejoice to hear the good news of the 
Bible and the Gospel spreading. May 
they be known over the whole earth,” 

One of our correspondents in Ken- 
tucky, who was present at the meeting 
of the Long Run Association, which 











held its late meeting in Shelby county, | 


informs us, that some of the churches in 
that association “ had received upwards 
of one handred by experience and bap- 
tism, while in others it has not been as 
yet soextensive. In the bounds of that 
association, there have been five hun- 
dred and thirteen baptized the present 
year. Insome cases whole families have 
been brought to a knowledge of the 
truth. The church at Coxe’s Creek 
has received by baptism sixty-six ; the 
church at Bloomfield about twenty. Ap- 
pearances are still hopeful ; and we trust 
that what has been brought in may be 
only as the first-fruits of a great harvest.’’ 
VIRGINIA. 

in Virginia, the good news of salva- 
tion has been heard by many. A friend, 
under date of Pittsboro’, August 13th, 
says—“ The Lord is doing wonderful 
works around us, on almost every side, 
while poor Pittsboro’ is seemingly aban- 
doned. Do pray for us, that the glo- 
rious work which is nowggoing on may 
reach us. A few evenings ago I was at 
a meeting in the south-western part of 
Wake county. O, how was the pre- 
sence of the Lord realized by many! 
Old Christians rejoiced in the Lord, 
while those who had recently espoused 
his name were fed with the sincere milk 
of the word, and many sinners inquired 
What shail we do ta be saved ?” 

In Culpeper county the good work 
has been going on for nearly a year. It 
is now, apparently, at an end. A new 
church was constituted in May last, by 
the name of Cedar Run, consisting of 
one hundred persons, of which the prin- 
cipal part were the fruits of this revival 

By a letter dated Portsmouth, Oct. 
23, we are informed that, since the first 
of September, twenty, upon satisfactory 
profession of repentance and faith, have 
been baptized there, by the Rev. D. M. 
Woodson; and many others, at this 
time, are anxiously inquiring What shalé 
we do to be saved? On the 20th of Oc- 
tober, the Rev. Samuel Cornelius bap- 
tized eleyen at Norfolk. 
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PENNSYLVANIA, 
| 
A correspondent in Hilltown, near | 


writes—“ I feel it a pleasure to inform you 


that the Lord has given us some indica- ; 
| gan, and constituted a church at Pontiac, 


tions of his goodness, in the displays of 
his grace among us. I baptized nine in | 
the last year ; eight of them a little be- | 
fore the meeting of our Association ; | 
and next Saturday I expect to baptize a | 
few, say six or eight. Brother Murphy | 
has baptized 24 at New Britain within a | 
few months, and twelve of them on the | 
first Lord’s day in the month.” 

From Smithfield we learn. that “a 
little Missionary Society has been form- 
ed in the Chemung Association, for the 
supply of the destitute within or near | 
its boundaries. I received an appoint- | 
ment, and spent a part of my time for | 
two months in the town of Asylum, Lu- 
zerne county. The Lord has been pleas- 
ed to pour out his Spirit, and bless my 
unworthy labours for the good of immor- 
tal souls. A great number for a new | 
country was brought to the knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Christ. A very 
respectable church of about forty mem- 
bers have been formed, which will pro- 
bably unite with this or the Susquchan- 
na Association.” 





NEW-YORK. 


A correspondent in Buffalo commu- 
nicated to us, in August last, the follow- 
ing pleasing intelligence :—* You have 
probably learnt before this that a Bap- 
tist church was constituted here last 
March, under the ministry of elder Elon 
Galusha asa missionary. Brother Gala- 
sha was here six weeks at that visit, and | 
on returning to his people reccived | 
another appointment to this place for | 
three months, which has nearly expired. 
It is expected he will leave us next) 
Monday, and what we shall do then, I 
know: not, but trust the Lord will send 
us help from some quarter. There are | 
about thirty members in our church, all | 








in the most perfect harmony. Out 45- | 





'| semblies have been as large as any in the 
place. Do pray for us, that we may let 
our light shine, and go on our way re- 


Philadelphia, under date of October 21, , -. 
, joicing. 


“ Brother Galusha has been to Michi+ 


sixteen miles from Detroit, consisting of 
about twenty members.” : 
From Fredonia we have received a 


| letter, dated October 23d, from which 


we extract the following :-—“ On the first 
Wednesday of September next, fifteen 
churches in this region are to be orga- 
nized into an association, and called the 
Chateaugue Association. Within a few 
miles of this the Lord has begun a good 
work. About fifteen have been hope- 
fully converted to God, and the work is 
still increasing.” 

The church in Groton, Tompkins coun- 
ty, in the past year, we understand, has 
received one hundred and four to mem- 
bership by baptism. To the first church 
in Elisburgh, under the pastoral charge 
of the Rev. Asa Avril, seventy have been 
added by baptism during the past year, 
and to the first church in Henderson, 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Emo 
ry Osgood, thirty-seven have been adde«d 
by baptism within the same period. 


VERMONT, 


In several parts of Vermont, we are in 
formed, the quickening influences of the 
Spirit have been experienced. To the 
church in Benson, “the recent additions 
are about forty, and as many more have, 
in a judgment of charity, lately been 
brought to the saving knowledge of 
Christ. The good work still continues.” 


MAINE, 


A letter from Hallowell, dated Sep- 
tember 11th, says: —* Our prospects are 
still pleasant. I have baptized during 
the past year four times, and received 
ten. Indeed we have received one or 
more almost every communion season 
since our house was opened.” 


In view of what has already been 
done, let the churches tejoiee ; and Tet 
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the prayers of all who have been born 
of the Spirit, and who care for the souls 
of men, ascend incessantly to God for 
the continuance and extension of his 
work of grace. “ Sing praises to God, 


sing praises; sing praises unto our King, | 


sing praises.” 


CHURCH CONSTITUTED. 





Ix Jefferson county, Alabama, the 
Berar. Cuvres, consisting of fourteen 
persons, was constituted on the 14th of 
September last. Sermon by the Rev. 
Hosea Holcombe, from Psalm lxxxiv. 1. 
The right hand of fellowship by the 
Rev. John Henry of Enon. 

Our informantadds—< After the church 
was organized, two members were re- 











ceived by letter, and four were admit- | 
ted by baptism. It was truly a pleasant | 
time. Almost every eye was filled with 
tears, and every heart seemed to be af- | 
fected. There were six baptized at the 
same place on the 18th of August. 
Yay the Lord increase the good work.” 


——>——— 


ORDINATIONS. 

At the Baptist meeting house in Mont- 
gomery, Montgomery county, Pennsyl- 
vania, on Thursday the 2d of May, 1822, 
Mr. Samust Smita was solemnly set 
apart to the work of the gospel minis- 
try. The Rev. John C. Murphy preach- 
ed the sermon, from 2 Timothy ii. 15. 
“ Study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Af- 
ter which Mr. Smith Was received a 
member of said church, by the Rev. 
Silas Hough* presenting him the right 
hand of fellowship. The usual questions 








* Dr. Hough had for many years been the pastor 
of the church at Montgomery, but being disabled by | 
2 paralytic stroke, he gave up his charge, when the | 


SS 
were proposed to the candidate by the 
Rev. Joseph Mathias, to which satisfac- 
tory answers were given. Imposition 
of hands by the presbytery. Ordaining 
prayer by the Rev. John S. Jenkins. 
Right hand of fellowship by the minis- 
tering brethren present. The Rev. Jo- 
seph Mathias delivered the charge. 

Solemn prayer and praise were inter- 
mingled with the services at proper in. 
tervals. Immediately after the ordina- 
tion, two persons, a man and his wife, 
presented themselves as candidates for 
baptism, and related their experience, 
which was very satisfactory. The as- 
sembly then repaired to the water, when 
the candidates were led by brother 
Smith into the water, and were buried 
in baptism. 

The services were solemn and im- 
pressive. The assembly appeared to 
realize the importance of the exercises, 


|} and it is to be hoped that they will not 


soon be forgotten. 





On Saturday, October 12th, the Rer. 
Grorcz H. Raxnotps was set apart by 
ordination to the work of the Christian 
ministry, in the Baptist meeting house 
in Winchester, Va. The services were 
opened by the Rev. Francis Moore, by 
singing and prayer, and a sermon from 
2 Timothy xi. 16, followed by the Rev. 
John Monroe from Ephesians iii. 8. The 
charge was given by elder Monroe, and 
the concluding prayer by the Rev. Dan- 
iel Davis. A profound solemnity and at- 
tention rested upon the congregation 
during the interesting occasion. 





Ar Longmeadow, Mass. on the second 
Wednesday in Sept. the Rev. Groner 
GB. Arwe.t was ordained to the work of 
the ministry in the Baptist church. Ser- 
mon by elder Asahel Morse, consecrat- 
ing prayer by elder Thomas Marshall, 
charge by elder Thomas Rand, right 





| hand of fellowship by elder Alvin Ben. 


London Tract, to supply then. - || 


fered up by elder Hough. 
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OBITUARY. 


Derarten this life, in Delaware, Ohio, 
on the 11th ult. at 4 o’clock P. M. the 
Rev. Bensamin Szars, aged 51, after a 
confinement of about 40 days with the 
prevailing fever. 

Elder Sears resided in Delaware coun- 
ty, New York, where he left a wife and 
five children, to whom he is permitted 
to return no more ! He left home 
about the first of June in company with 
his sons, John and Benjamin, whom he 
left at Fort Wayne. John, who was or- 
dained and married in N. York, has gone 
on to assist the Mission establishment at 
Wayne, under the superintendence of 
the Rev. Isaac M’Coy—the whole being 
under the patronage of the Baptist Gene- 
ral Convention. 

Having spent some time at the Fort, 
he left there on the 28th Aug. in com- 
pany with a Mr. Nichols, of Chenango 
co. N. ¥, andarrived in Delaware on the 
Ast Sept. Mr. Nichols was unwell when 
he came, and after a severe and pro- 
tracted course of fever, is now in a com- 
fortable state of convalescence.—Elder 
Sars was violently attacked with the 





fever, on the second day after his arrival, 


which issued in his release from this 
state of sin and sorrow, of sickness and 
death. 

‘Elder Sears has been, for a number of 
years, a respectable and respected 
preacher in the Baptist connexion— 
has uniformly sustained a fair character ; 
—possessed of handsome talents and 
ardent piety, he preached the cosprrt or 
Curist, not only acceptably, but (if our 
information be correct) successfully to 
many precious souls.. 

Throughout his sickness, elder Sears 
manifested all that patient resignation to 
the Divine will, which is the best evi- 
dence of a truly pious heart; but as he 
drew near his end—as his heart and flesh 
failed—Gon was the strength of his 


| 








heart, and, we trust, his portion for ever. 
Animated with the glorious prospect of 
the heavenly world, as eternity opened 
to his view— 

* His soul did stretch her wings in haste, 

Flew fearless through death’s iron gate, 

Nor felt the terrours as she pass’d |” 

Thus, in the triumphs of faith, died 
the man, who had preached to others, 
that religion was the only Divine support 
in a dying hour; and the aroyement of 
Curist, the only sure foundation of 
acceptance with God. 

“ Let me die the death of the righteous; 
and let my last end be like his.”’ 


In the Minutes of the Muskingum (Ohio) Associa- 
tion, we observe the following obituary notice. 
Brother HENRY GEORGE, whose decease is 
mentioned, was employed by the Baptist Gencra! 
Convention, for a few months in the years 1818-19, 
as a missionary among the Wyandett and San 
dusky Indians. This office he discharged with faith- 
fulness and zeal, until the Board determined that it 
was no longer necessary to ineur the expense of such 
a mission. 

“During this year we have lost our 
ministering brethren Cook and Groner. 
They have left the earthly house of their 
tabernacle for that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. Elder 
Henry George finished his earth!y course 
in October last. This dear man of God 
was a native of Wales—and, during his 
labours in this state, he displayed the 
spirit of Him who went about doing 
good. His whole soul was engaged to 
win sinners to Christ. He would be- 
seech them with tears to be reconciled 
to God. The cause of missions, in this 
state particularly, has lost a zealous 
friend in him. He was gathered in like 
a ripe shock of corn, before he reached 
his three-score years and ten. 

“ Elder Cook was best known at home. 
His usefulness was considerable—his 
life was pious—he died the death of the 
righteous, and his last end was peace.” 
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POETRY. 


CAIN ON THE SEA-SHORE. 
Fromthe German of Stolberg. 


W hither doth f:antie horror urge 
My hurried steps ?—O wo is me! 
‘These dark waves roll a sanguine ide— 
No, no—they are the sea. 


‘Yo the broad earth’s remotest verge 
The wrath of God before me flies, © 
And with a voice that tears my svul, 
* Vengeance—eternal vengeance,” cries. 
Pam accursed—my brother’s blood 
Dashes against this wild sea-shore ; 
Tt shrieks upen the hollow blast— 
It thunders in the torrent’s roar. 


As round the craggy wave-worn rock 
Whirls the impetuous, edd ying flood ; 
So fiercely terror racks my frame, 
From Ged’s decree for Abel's blood. 


Lay bare thy depths, thou great profound ! 
Show me the womb of night, thou deep ! 
Vain prayer—the Avenger meets me there ; 
His eyes are flame—they never sleep ! 
Planged in thy bottomless abyss, 
Abel's pale form would meet my sight, 
As flying—flying, now I see it, 
On the tall mountain’s topmost height. 
E’er since my brother’s blood was spilt, 
O wo is me !—O wo is me! 
My steps the Avenger’s curse pursues, 
It follows—ever follows me ! 
¢ a 
HOLY DYING. 
Calm is the parting hour, 
When death with sovereign power 
Throws o’er the righteous soul his heavy chain : 
Nor doubt, nor dread attend, 
While round him lov'd ones bend ; 
Put peace celestial mocks the body’s pain. 
He sees the links of earth 
Part ; and his final birth 
To perfect holiness, with raptur’d cye ; 
Behind, a vale of tears, 
In cloud and shade appears ; 
Before, the Heaven-bright fields of promise lic. 
His fnends hang round and weep, 
While, like an infant's sleep, 
The chilling lethargy of death steals on ; 
And _o’er his eye the glaze 
Falls, and the spirit’s blaze 
Flashes for onee, and all of earth is done. 
How silent, like the breath 
Of morning, was that death ! 
No agony, nor torturing thought was there : 
And what a holy smile 
Plays round those lips the while ; 
And how, like heaven’s own arch, that brow is fair. 
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©! may my footsteps tread 
This path, l1y virtue led, 
And God’s own day-star, till I sink in dust: 
And when I lay me down 
To sleep, O ! may the crown 
Shine on my eye, that circles round the just 


Seema 
SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL. 


A Hymn, by the Rev, John Lawsgr. 
Missionary at Calcutta. 


“ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me.”’—Joun 
xii. 32. 

While thunder shook the frighted sky, 

Pale,on the cross uplifted high, 
With agonizing pangs, 

And aching head, and temples torn, 

Piere’d by the sharp encircling thorn, 
The holy Sufferer hangs. 

I saw him by the lightning flame ! 

I knew—and lov’d his well-known namg, 
*Twas Jesus dying there ! 

Weeping, I said ,“ O Saviour, why 

The storm that sweeps o’er Calvary ?—-_ 
The wrath that fills the air ? 

Tell me, sweet Jesus, tell me why, 

Thou’rt stretch'd in writhing agony, 
Cloth’d with that bloody vest? 

Wherefore that labouring of thy breath—~ 

The cold-struck spasm of painful death 
Deep in thy shivering breast ?” 


He answered not—but gave one look, 
Then closed his eyes, and gasping, shook, 
And bow’d his sacred head ; 
My heart was piere’d with that last glance, 
I saw his fading countenanece— 
I wept ! but he was dead. 


O Crucified ! I blush with shame ! 

My sins have slain the Holy Lamb! 
But, ah ! that dying look ! 

*T was full of love to me—to all 

Who on his precious name shall calf, 
For he our sorrows took ! 

Then turn, my falling tears, to joy ! 

His death shall now my lips employ ; 
The world shall know his love ! 

“ The Lord impal’dywas lifted high ; 

He died for man,” shall be my ery 
Whiere’er on earth I rove. 

See the bloody Cross, ye dying men ! 

Look, O ye nations! live again ! 
By Him shall ye arise. 

Where now red war and vengeance rave, 

The unfari’d Cross shall glow and wave 
Upon your peaeeful skies ! 
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